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Host your own event for
Australian Reading Hour

Getting involved in Australian Reading Hour
is simple! Arrange your own event to be held
on Thursday 9 March 2023 and register
your event - whether it is a private or a
public event.  Once your event details are
finalised we’ll list it on our national calendar
of Australian Reading Hour events, if your
event is open to the public to attend.

There are lots of ideas to help inspire you to
create your own event and we’d love you to
invite your community to participate and
share in the celebrations.  Here are some
tips and further information to help you plan
a great Australian Reading Hour event!

What is Australian Reading Hour?
Australian Reading Hour was launched as
part of the 2012 National Year of Reading
and is now a much-loved highlight on
Australia’s literary calendar.

For 2023, the Australian Reading Hour will
bring together an inspiring program of
reading events hosted by booksellers,
libraries and schools across the country -
anyone can host their own event!

We’ll also celebrate Australian Reading Hour
with a special real-time, live-streamed
event on Thursday 9 March 2023.

Sign up for updates from Australia Reads to
receive news of our special events.

Why run an Australian Reading
Hour event?
The next Australian Reading Hour 2023 has a
short and sweet message: read, share, and
enjoy some time together with books!

We’re asking all Australians across the
nation to spend an hour on Thursday 9
March 2023 reading and sharing the stories
they love with others. A whole day, where the
whole country talks about books together.

For Australian Reading Hour we invite you to:

● Read something new or revisit an old
favourite!

● Share the experience and joy of
reading with others - in your
community, your school, with your
family and friends.

● Enjoy the wellbeing benefits that
come with reading for pleasure and
connecting with new ideas,
perspectives and people.

Books – in whatever shape, size, or form –
are a great way to unwind, learn new things,
discover new stories, and feel all kinds of
emotions.

Whether you’re reading fiction or non-fiction,
periodicals or poetry, journals or joke-books,
memoir or magical fantasies…your body,
heart and brain all know you’re onto
something special. That’s why Australia
Reads is encouraging everyone to read a
little bit more (or even a lot more!)

https://australiareads.org.au/australian-reading-hour-2023/add/
https://australiareads.org.au/australian-reading-hour-2023/add/
https://australiareads.org.au/literary-calendar/
https://australiareads.org.au/subscribe/


 Event Ideas and Inspiration 

 While you can choose  any  hour on  Thursday 9 March  as your own personal Reading Hour, 
 there will be three hours during the day when you can be sure you’ll be joining in with other 
 readers across Australia - we’ll feature morning, afternoon and bedtime Reading Hours. 

 Read on for some inspirational ideas or dream up your own unique event! 

 What sort of event should I run? 
 Your Australian Reading Hour event can take any format, or be focused on any theme that you 
 like. 

 Here’s a guide to help you plan and run your event: 

 📙 - Easy events to plan and run 

 📙📙 - Medium level of organisation to plan and run 

 📙📙📙 - More organisation to plan and run 

 🍏 - Ideas that are good for schools and libraries 

 📙  Easy events to plan and run 

 Event Ideas 

 Divide up into small groups.  Choose a line from a book of your choice that marks the 
 beginning of a dramatic or funny scene and write it out on a large piece of paper. From your 
 imagination, write the next sentence, and pass it on to the next person to do the same, and 
 the same for the person after that. Set a time limit for the game (e.g. 20 minutes), and when 
 time is up, one person from each group is to read the short story aloud.  📙 🍏 

 Organise a multigenerational storytime at your school, local community hub, library or 
 nursing home.  📙 🍏 



 Event Ideas 

 Organise a ‘Listening Hour’ and provide drinks and biscuits while people bring their own 
 device to listen to an audio book of their choice in your space. 📙 🍏 

 Hold your regular book club meeting to coincide with Australian Reading Hour on  Thursday 9 
 March  .  Consider choosing an Australian award-winning  book as the discussion title, check 
 out the  Australian Book Industry Awards website  for  inspiration and winner’s lists. 📙 🍏 

 Try a book Pot Luck! Suspend your regular book club discussion and invite each member to 
 bring along a book they have enjoyed (something they have read recently or an old 
 favourite). Give each person a few minutes to share with the group a brief summary of the 
 book and why they’d recommend it as a worthwhile read. 

 Organising a book swap and sharing a Pot Luck lunch or dinner are a few optional extras. 📙 

 Read together - join your coworkers, your class, or your friends and family for a shared 
 reading experience. Hang out in a park, take over the boardroom, read for a while and then 
 share what you’ve read with each other: 

 ●  What were the funniest, scariest, most thought-provoking moments? 
 ●  Who would you cast in the movie adaptation? 
 ●  Who is the most memorable character, and why? 
 ●  Did it make you think differently about the world?  📙 🍏 

 Go for a walk with a friend, or on your own to  find  a free Street Library  in your local area. 
 Street Libraries are an invitation to share the joys of reading with your neighbours. People can 
 simply take what interests them; when they are done, they can return the book to the Street 
 Library network, or pass them on to friends. 📙 

 Read a new or favourite Australian kids book as a group, discuss the book’s themes together 
 and create a collaborative artwork display inspired by the story or characters that everyone 
 can contribute to with crafting, drawing and more! 📙 🍏 

 Invite some  local authors  to nominate a book that  has changed their lives, and make a 
 display in your library space or bookshop window with a short quote from the author about 
 why that book is important to them, also put their most recent title on display with their 
 nominated book. 📙 🍏 

https://abiawards.com.au/
https://streetlibrary.org.au/find/
https://australiareads.org.au/authors/


 📙 📙  Medium level of organisation to plan and run 

 Event Ideas 

 Organise a book lucky dip in the shop near the front counter of your shop in the week leading 
 up to Australian Reading Hour.  Seal books in paper bags or wrap in paper to obscure their 
 covers and mark with adult fiction, adult nonfiction, kids, YA, picture book et cetera. Set a 
 nominal price point - perhaps between $15 - $25 for the lucky dip and encourage your staff 
 to handsell these surprise titles. Promote this initiative on social media in the lead up to 
 create some excitement and ask people to share back what they are reading for Australian 
 Reading Hour. 📙 📙 

 Hold a grown-up bedtime story hour with wine and a great short story or essay reading in a 
 wine bar, a bookshop, at home with some friends, or any space of your choice.  📙 📙 

 Invite parents and carers for a book reading and morning tea celebration of Australian Hour. 
 Organise some activities like bookmark making or writing a short poem or creating a piece of 
 art in pairs inspired by the story you read together. 📙 📙 🍏 

 📙 📙 📙  More organisation to plan and run 

 Event Ideas 

 Organise a book-themed or literary event. It could be a panel discussion, a keynote talk, a 
 workshop with an illustrator or author, or a book trivia night - the format and the theme is 
 completely up to you! Browse the  Australia Reads Ambassador  Directory  to get some guest 
 speaker ideas for your event.  📙 📙 📙 🍏 

 Set up a ‘Book Cafe’ in the Library, the staff room, a classroom, a community hall or 
 somewhere outside and have a menu of different books available for customers to choose 
 from for a 15 minute ‘book break’.  If they like the book, they can borrow it to keep reading or 
 choose another title from the menu.  Optional to have healthy fruit, food and drinks provided, 
 available for purchase or gold coin donation - involve your school tuckshop, or a local food 
 business/caterer. If you are a school perhaps invite teachers, carers and parents to help as 
 cafe wait staff! 📙 📙 📙 🍏 

 Invite a  guest author  to host or help solve an escape  room. Transform any space into a 
 mysterious escape room experience you'll never forget. Just download a ready to play game 

https://australiareads.org.au/authors/
https://australiareads.org.au/authors/


 Event Ideas 

 kit (we recommend  Lock, Paper, Scissors  ), print the  game, and play. It’s easy to set up, 
 customisable plus most importantly, a super fun and unique experience! 📙 📙 📙 🍏 

 More places to find reading and events ideas 

 Here’s some links, resources and further information to help you run your own successful 
 Australian Reading Hour event. 

 Many Australian Publishers have free teaching materials and resources for download on their 
 websites for school aged readers plus notes and reading guides for book clubs. Browse 
 Australian Publishers on the  Books from Australia  website. 

 Looking for more school-aged reading inspiration? Check out the Australia Reads  book 
 recommendations by year level  . 

 Create your own Australia Reads art 
 You’re invited to personalise your own Australia Reads logo with our custom artwork creator - 
 use this free tool  to create your own personalised  graphic, and then share online to show your 
 support! You could also use the tool to make book labels for your personal reading boxes in the 
 classroom for each student, or decorate the fridge at home with your ‘to read’ list! 

https://lockpaperscissors.co/
https://booksfromaustralia.com/publishers/
https://australiareads.org.au/junior-readers/
https://australiareads.org.au/junior-readers/
https://australiareads.org.au/create-your-own-australia-reads-image/


 Australia Reads Ambassador Directory 
 Organised by Audience categories (Adult, Young Adult, Middle Readers, Early Readers and 
 Preschoolers) and searchable by State or Territory, browse the  Ambassador Directory  to find a 
 local author or illustrator who might be keen to join your event. 

 Australian Society of Authors 
 Information and resources on engaging and paying an author or illustrator for  Public 
 Appearances  and  School Visits  . 

 Support to host accessible and inclusive events 
 Guide—Hosting accessible and inclusive in-person meetings and events  prepared by the 
 Australian Human Rights Commission. 

 Spread The Word (UK) 
 Written in consultation with deaf and disabled writers, the  Being Hybrid Guide  is designed to 
 support time and resource-limited organisations in working out what they need to do to offer 
 the best hybrid programme possible, in an easy and affordable way. 

 DeafNav 
 DeafNav  is a neutral, centralised portal that helps  you better understand, access and connect 
 with the Deaf and hard of hearing community. You may need to consider booking an AUSLAN 
 interpreter for your event. 

 Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATIS) 
 An Indigenous-led, national institute that celebrates, educates and inspires people from all 
 walks of life to connect with the knowledge, heritage and cultures of Australia’s First Peoples. 
 Learn more about giving an Acknowledgement of Country  or organising a Welcome to 
 Country for your event. 

 Children's Book Council of Australia (CBCA) 
 A not-for-profit, volunteer run organisation which aims to engage the community with literature 
 for young Australians.  Browse winners lists  of the  Australian Children's Book of the Year Award 
 on their website. 

 World Book Day (UK) 
 Help students run their own book events  with some  ideas and suggestions from the team at 
 World Book Day. 

 Book Trust (UK) 
 Children’s  event ideas  for schools and libraries. 

https://australiareads.org.au/authors/
https://www.asauthors.org/findananswer/rates-of-pay#PUBLIC%20APPEARANCES
https://www.asauthors.org/findananswer/rates-of-pay#PUBLIC%20APPEARANCES
https://www.asauthors.org/findananswer/rates-of-pay#SCHOOL%20APPEARANCES
https://includeability.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-07/includeability_-_guide_-_hosting_accessible_and_inclusive_in-person_meetings_and_events.pdf
https://deafnav.com.au/access/services/interpreting
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/welcome-country
https://cbca.org.au/previous-winners
https://www.worldbookday.com/resource/help-students-run-their-own-world-book-day-event/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-in-schools/childrens-book-week/creative-ways-to-celebrate-at-schools-and-libraries/


 Inviting Authors and 
 Illustrators to Participate 
 in Events 

 Authors and iIllustrators welcome the 
 opportunity to be part of events in the 
 community - whether with schools, libraries, 
 bookshops, and other organisations so they 
 can share their work and connect with new 
 readers and audiences. 

 It is completely up to you if you would like to 
 include a local author or illustrator as part of 
 your Australian Reading Hour celebrations. 
 Browse the  Australia Reads Ambassador 
 Directory  to find authors or illustrators to 
 participate in your event. 

 When you first get in touch with authors or 
 illustrators it would be helpful to have 
 thought about a few things in advance: 

 ●  What kind of event or activity would 
 you like them to participate in? 

 ●  The location, time and date of your 
 event, and how long would they be 
 required to be at the event? 

 ●  How many people will be 
 participating in the event - will there 
 be other guest speakers, and how 
 many event attendees do you 
 anticipate? 

 ●  Do you have a budget to pay them 
 for their participation and travel 
 costs? 

 ●  Would you like them to read from 
 their books? 

 ●  Ask how the author or illustrator 
 prefers to collaborate with event 
 organisers. Would you like them to 
 contribute some of their own ideas or 
 suggest activities for the event? 

 ●  Can they sell their book at the event, 
 or can you invite a local bookshop to 
 help sell books for them? Are they 
 happy to sign books after the event? 

 Check out some of the previous 
 Australia Reads event videos 
 featuring beloved Australian authors, 
 illustrators and personalities at our 
 YouTube channel  to get some ideas 
 about how to incorporate guests into 
 your in person or virtual events. 

https://australiareads.org.au/authors/
https://australiareads.org.au/authors/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AustraliaReads


 Event Planning: Tips to Organise your Event 

 Are you interested in hosting your own books and reading-themed events to celebrate 
 Australian Reading Hour but aren’t sure where to begin? We can help! 

 Tip 1: Start as early as possible 
 As soon as you have decided to hold a book-related event, it’s best to put in place an action 
 plan to give you plenty of time to work on your idea and prepare everything you need. 

 Tip 2: Consider using planning documents and getting a team together to help 
 Events are exciting, but can often be challenging to plan and run - so don’t go it alone! Australia 
 Reads has put together this helpful events pack and planning checklist (see next page) to 
 support you, so that you can organise a fun and successful event that meets your goals. 

 Tip 3: Register your event as soon as you have confirmed the details 
 Once you know what your event idea is and have the basic details confirmed,  register your 
 event  , whether it is a private event, or an event that will be open to the general public to attend. 

 For public events, we will add them to the Australian Reading Hour events calendar on our 
 website. This will help people find out about your event to help you sell tickets or drive bookings. 

https://australiareads.org.au/australian-reading-hour-2023/add/
https://australiareads.org.au/australian-reading-hour-2023/add/


 Event Planning Checklist 

 Task  Comments  Completed 

 Define what kind of event 
 you’d like to run 

 ●  Do you want it to be a casual or 
 more formal event? 

 ●  What kind of activities do you want 
 to include? 

 ●  Do you want the overall feeling of 
 the event to be relaxed, energetic, 
 reflective, conversational, 
 interactive? 

 Determine the goals of your 
 event 

 ●  Who is your target audience – i.e. 
 who is the event for and who do you 
 want to attend? 

 ●  How many people do you want to 
 attend? 

 ●  Do you want to sell tickets for a cost, 
 or is your event free of charge? 

 ●  What do you hope to accomplish 
 with the event? 

 ●  What things will make the event a 
 success for you / your organisation? 

 Decide the event time  ●  Ensure hosts, VIPs, and any speakers 
 are available for your event which 
 will be at a time of your choice 
 during  Australian Reading Hour on 
 Thursday 9 March, 2023. 

 ●  Will your event be in person, 
 online/virtual or a hybrid event? 

 Set budget and organise 
 ticketing / booking or RSVP 
 details 

 ●  Do you have a budget for your 
 event? 



 Task  Comments  Completed 

 ●  Will you cover some of your costs by 
 selling tickets for your event? 

 ●  If it is a free event - will you still take 
 bookings or RSVPs or create free 
 tickets to keep track of how many 
 people are planning to attend? 

 Find and book your venue  Remember to think about: 

 ●  Audio-visual capabilities and 
 requirements if this is not already 
 set up or provided in your venue 

 ●  Parking availability/restrictions 

 ●  Maximum capacities of people 
 attending 

 ●  Other events occurring near the 
 space – will they impact on your 
 event? 

 ●  Accessibility – how will persons with 
 disabilities enter and leave the 
 venue? 

 ●  What time can you access the 
 space to set up before start time? 

 ●  Load in and delivery capabilities if 
 this is required for any equipment 

 ●  Included equipment with room 
 rental / hire - e.g. chairs and tables, 
 projector and screen. 

 ●  Wet weather backup plan if your 
 event is taking place outdoors 

 Consider diversity, 
 inclusivity and accessibility 
 in your event plan 

 ●  Check  access and inclusion  is 
 appropriate for people with 
 disabilities 

https://includeability.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-07/includeability_-_guide_-_hosting_accessible_and_inclusive_in-person_meetings_and_events.pdf


 Task  Comments  Completed 

 ●  Will you need to organise an 
 AUSLAN interpreter  or  live captions 
 for your event? 

 ●  Do any of your event guests or 
 speakers need any extra support to 
 participate in the event? 

 ●  Have you thought about diversity 
 when planning your event line up of 
 guest speakers and presenters? 

 ●  Do you know how to give an 
 Acknowledgement of Country  for 
 your local area, or will you invite a 
 traditional owner to give a 
 Welcome to Country  for your 
 event? 

 Consider safety and 
 sustainability requirements 
 in your event plan 

 ●  What sustainability measures would 
 you like to include – e.g. not using 
 single-use plastics, using recycled 
 materials for any craft activities, 
 ensuring there are recycling and 
 general waste bins at the event, 
 re-considering the need for printing 
 documents / only printing as much 
 as you need. 

 ●  Covid-19 contingencies and safety – 
 access to hand sanitser stations, 
 ventilation of space, how to 
 communicate with your events 
 attendees the steps you are taking 
 to make your event Covid-safe. 

 ●  Familiarise yourself with First Aid 
 requirements, evacuation plans and 
 any other safety considerations that 
 are essential for your venue or 
 organisation so you are prepared in 
 case of an emergency. 

 Research needs for special 
 permits, licenses, 
 insurance, security etc. 

 ●  Check with your organisation, the 
 venue manager and local council if 
 necessary 

https://deafnav.com.au/access/services/interpreting
https://wordforwordaustralia.com.au/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/welcome-country
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/welcome-country


 Task  Comments  Completed 

 ●  Be able to demonstrate upon 
 request from Australia Reads that 
 you/your organisation has the 
 capacity to deliver the event in a 
 safe and legal manner, hold 
 appropriate insurance cover and 
 can provide a risk assessment and 
 safety plans when required. 

 Develop a plan for any 
 promotional, marketing or 
 event materials you might 
 need to write, design, 
 create (and print if 
 necessary) 

 ●  Consider items like a program, 
 flyers, posters, website information 
 and images, signage, worksheets (if 
 you are doing an activity that 
 requires these) and any other 
 logistics documents you might 
 need on the day. 

 ●  Make sure there is plenty of time to 
 design and produce all these items 
 well in advance to give you time to 
 share and promote your event to 
 get the best chance of attendance. 

 Determine a meeting 
 schedule for your 
 committee, set 
 expectations and assign 
 responsibilities for tasks to 
 be completed by 
 individuals and the team. 

 ●  Do you plan to organise this event 
 with the help of a committee or a 
 team? 

 ●  It might be helpful to set up a 
 recurring calendar appointment in 
 everyone’s diary and discuss 
 expectations of what everyone is 
 responsible for. Note this down in a 
 shared document at your first 
 meeting. 

 Your Event Planning Notes 


